A description of the “Multiple Application/Multiple Admission” (MA/MA) methodology used in this report:
With the exception of a relatively small number of students who are admitted directly by the college, applications for admission to CUNY colleges are processed centrally by the University Application Processing Center (UAPC).  Applicants to CUNY may list up to six CUNY college/program combinations on a single application form. The application is then processed – with each choice evaluated sequentially until the student has been admitted to up to three CUNY colleges.  This report shows the number of applicants, admits (first and second stage) and enrollees for a given college, based on the following counting methodology:

Students are counted as applicants at all choices up to the choice for which three admission slots have been filled. A student who applies to at least three colleges (lists at least three different colleges on the application) will, at a minimum, count as an applicant for three colleges. Students choosing fewer than three colleges on the application will be counted as applicants only to the one or two colleges indicated on the application. Students applying to more than three colleges may be counted as an applicant to as many colleges as it takes to be admitted to three. So that if a student is not admitted to one of the first three choices, the application is evaluated for the fourth choice and so on, until the three admission slots have been filled. Students who enroll at a given college (based on data from the Show-Registration files) are counted as applicants and admits to the college of enrollment, regardless of whether the application was processed centrally or by the college, and regardless of the information passed on to OIRA from UAPC through the freshman application data file.

Whether or not a student is counted as admitted at the first stage (based on the college admission criteria alone) is determined by the eligibility indicator for each choice included on the freshman application data file from UAPC. At the community and comprehensive colleges, there is no difference between admission based on college criteria alone (first stage), or in combination with basic skills requirements (second stage), and therefore, the counts in these two admission columns are the same at the comprehensive and community colleges. At the senior colleges, however, second stage admissions is ultimately dependent upon the combination of 1) meeting the college admission requirements and 2) either being basic skills proficient or SEEK-eligible. ESL exemptions are not considered in this analysis.  So admission to one of the seven senior colleges is dependent upon the college eligibility indicator and the SEEK-eligibility indicator, the latter of which also contains information about a student’s basic skills proficiency status. Students who meet both conditions are counted as admitted in the second admission column in this report. Students are counted as enrolled if they have a first-time freshman record on the Show-Registration file.
