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Pathways: Background 
CUNYfirst  is source system of record for Pathways 
approved courses:  
Required & Flexible Common Core, and College Option 

 
Pathways Course Indicator: Requirement Designation (RD) 

RD configured with a standard set of codes & descriptions 
to identify Pathways courses.  

 
  SIMS course master will be updated via a daily extract 

from CUNYfirst Course Catalog.  Course Catalog in SIMS 
cannot be modified except by an update from CUNYfirst. 
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Pathways Data Flow 



Pathways Areas Values and Formal Descriptions 
Preserved original values to identify course level and liberal arts indicator 

RLA=Regular Liberal Arts  CLA=Compensatory Liberal Arts  DLA=Developmental Liberal Arts 
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Value Descr Short Desc FormalDesc 
COPC CLA_CollegeOption CLA_COPT College Option 
COPD DLA_CollegeOption DLA_COPT College Option 
COPR RLA_CollegeOption RLA_COPT College Option 
FCEC CLA_FC_CreativeExpression CLA_FC_CE Flexible Core - Creative Expression 
FCED DLA_FC_CreativeExpression DLA_FC_CE Flexible Core - Creative Expression 
FCER RLA_FC_CreativeExpression RLA_FC_CE Flexible Core - Creative Expression 
FISC CLA_FC_Individual&Society CLA_FC_IS Flexible Core - Individual and Society 
FISD DLA_FC_Individual&Society DLA_FC_IS Flexible Core - Individual and Society 
FISR RLA_FC_Individual&Society RLA_FC_IS Flexible Core - Individual and Society 
FSWC CLA_FC_ScientificWorld CLA_FC_SW Flexible Core - Scientific World 
FSWD DLA_FC_ScientificWorld DLA_FC_SW Flexible Core - Scientific World 
FSWR RLA_FC_ScientificWorld RLA_FC_SW Flexible Core - Scientific World 
FUSC CLA_FC_USExprienceinitsDivrsty CLA_FC_US Flexible Core - US Experience in its Diversity 
FUSD DLA_FC_USExprienceinitsDivrsty DLA_FC_US Flexible Core - US Experience in its Diversity 
FUSR RLA_FC_USExprienceinitsDivrsty RLA_FC_US Flexible Core - US Experience in its Diversity 
FWGC CLA_FC_Wld Cultrs&GlblIssues CLA_FC_WG Flexible Core - World Cultures & Global Issues 
FWGD DLA_FC_Wld Cultrs&GlblIssues DLA_FC_WG Flexible Core - World Cultures & Global Issues 
FWGR RLA_FC_Wld Cultrs&GlblIssues RLA_FC_WG Flexible Core - World Cultures & Global Issues 
RECC CLA_RC_EnglishComposition CLA_RC_EC Required Core - English Composition 
RECD DLA_RC_EnglishComposition DLA_RC_EC Required Core - English Composition 
RECR RLA_RC_EnglishComposition RLA_RC_EC Required Core - English Composition 
RLPC CLA_RC_Life&PhysicalSci CLA_RC_LP Required Core - Life and Physical Sciences 
RLPD DLA_RC_Life&PhysicalSci DLA_RC_LP Required Core - Life and Physical Sciences 
RLPR RLA_RC_Life&PhysicalSci RLA_RC_LP Required Core - Life and Physical Sciences 
RMQC CLA_RC_Mathtcl&QuantveReasng CLA_RC_MQ Required Core - Mathematical&QuantitativeReasoning 
RMQD DLA_RC_Mathtcl&QuantveReasng DLA_FC_MQ Required Core - Mathematical&QuantitativeReasoning 
RMQR RLA_RC_Mathtcl&QuantveReasng RLA_FC_MQ Required Core - Mathematical&QuantitativeReasoning 



Implementing Pathways Indicators: 

 Define Pathways Course Offerings in CUNYfirst Course Catalog  
 Create new courses in CUNYfirst with Pathways RD 
 Modify existing courses in CUNYfirst with Pathways RD 
 CIS Daily Extract from CF to update ADW, SIMS (Course Master) and other 

legacy systems (eg. TIPPS) 

 Update and maintain Pathways RD on specific sections in the schedule of 

classes in both CUNYfirst and SIMS 

 Class sections will default to the RD assigned in the course catalog.  For 

courses that are defined in more than one course list within the Pathways 

areas  where there is the need to assign more than one RD for a course, 

Colleges will be able to modify the default Pathways RD on sections of a 

given course.  Sections with different Pathways RD may be offered as 

combined sections taught by the same faculty in the same meeting time 

and place 
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CF Course Catalog 
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Schedule of Classes 
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Q: How do I define a course that has been 
approved for more than one area of pathways? 

Although a course can only have one pathways designation 
defined in the course catalog of CUNYfirst you can configure 
more than one Pathways designation (different from the 
course default) at the section level.  In order to accomplish 
this the registrar will need to create two sections combined 
and modify the default pathways designation to the alternate 
area on one of the two sections.  Where a course has been 
approved to potentially satisfy one or another pathways area 
the college will need to identify the default area in the course 
catalog.  It is suggested that the course description include a 
statement with regard to the potential pathways areas 
satisfied by successfully completing the course. 
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Combined Sections Table 
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Classes in the Combined Section 
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Combined Sections Results Display  
in Class Search 
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CF Course Catalog & Schedule of Classes  
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CF Student Services Center 
(academics tab) 
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Student Self-Service Course History 
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Pathways Indicators - SIMS Course Master 
Updated from CUNYfirst Course Catalog extract by CIS 
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SIMS Course Section Update 
Default is from Course Master.  Can be modified to other Pathways area as approved. 
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Pathways Indicators - SIMS Course Section 
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SIMS eSched Select Criteria 
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SIMS eSched Search Results 
Data in this slide is for demonstration purposes only 
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 Pathways Indicators - E-SIMS Schedule  
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TIPPS Course Catalog Search Results 



Pathways Common Core Requirements -  
TIPPS Report on Course Listing  
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Transfer Evaluation Basic Guidelines for Pathways 
• Successfully completed courses approved to satisfy Pathways and College Option requirements at one CUNY College will transfer for 

credit to fulfill the same area of Pathways Common Core or College Option to all CUNY colleges regardless of specific course 
equivalent*.   
 

• Pre-Fall 2013 successfully completed courses will assume the same area of Pathways as its Fall 2013 Pathways designation and will 
transfer for credit to fulfill the same area of Pathways Common Core or College Option to all CUNY colleges regardless of specific course 
equivalent*. 
 

• Courses transferred from NON-CUNY colleges will be defined for the purpose of satisfying Pathways requirements by the initial 
receiving college in which the student enrolls for a given articulation term.  NON-CUNY courses once transferred and defined by the 
initial receiving college will retain the same area of Pathways as its initial CUNY equivalent in the event of any subsequent transfer 
within CUNY regardless of specific course equivalent*. 
 

• Where the source courses from any sending college have yet to be defined for pathways and the equivalent course at a receiving 
college satisfies a Pathways area or College option, the receiving college Pathways designation will define the course and be retained 
going forward and in the event of any subsequent transfer or future Pathways decisions regarding the source course. 
 

– *Where no specific course equivalent exists for a transfer of prior enrollment or transferred course which had previously been 
defined for Pathways, the receiving college will use a blanket credit Pathways Course (a.ka. pseudo course) with the 
appropriate Pathways designation to record the credit and satisfied area.  Courses to be used uniformly across CUNY are: 
RCEC  1000 Required Core - English Composition 
RCLP  1000 Required Core - Life and Physical Sciences 
RCMQ  1000 Required Core - Mathematical & Quantitative Reasoning 
FCCE  1000   Flexible Core - Creative Expression 
FCIS  1000   Flexible Core - Individual and Society 
FCSW  1000 Flexible Core - Scientific World 
FCUS 1000 Flexible Core - US Experience in its Diversity 
FCWG  1000 Flexible Core - World Cultures & Global Issues 
COPT  1000  Pathways College Option 
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Use CUNY Consolidated Transcript to discover  

any sending CUNY college Pathways RD 

 Courses successfully completed that fulfill a Required Common Core 

requirement, a Flexible Common Core requirement, or a College 

Option requirement  at any CUNY college will transfer for (i.e. inherit) 

the same area of Pathways at any other CUNY college. 
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Use ADW CUNY Consolidated Academic Record to 
discover any sending CUNY college Pathways RD 
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Pathways Requirement Designations are now shown to the right of CUNYfirst and non-CUNYfirst transfer courses, transfer other courses, as well as enrolled courses.



CF Student and UAPC Transcript 
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Transfer Credit Evaluation 

 Use  CUNYfirst Automated or Manual Update 

 

 Use TIPPS for CUNY to CUNY course equivalents 

 

 External databases such as XCES @Hunter, TES @ CSI, 

BEST @ Brooklyn etc. 
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Remember… 

Transfer equivalent courses always inherit the sending college 
Pathways designation when one is defined. 

 
Pre-Fall 2013 Enrollments: 
• Will inherit the Fall 2013 Pathways designations for any 

existing course that has been defined for pathways.   
• Will transfer with their inherited designation when defined at 

the sending college 
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Pathways – TIPPS Course Equivalencies Report  
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Transfer Credit In CF Manual 
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Details 

Transfer in CF Automated 
Select “Details” To Modify RD 
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Pathways Indictors - Transfer Credits  

Update Screen 
 

35 



 
Pathways Indicators -Transfer Credits  

Course Update   
 

36 



Miscellaneous Transfer Credit Update-  
Pathways Indicators   
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Miscellaneous Course Update Screen- 
Pathways Indicators 
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Wave 3 Colleges Use this sample excel to record 
backlogged evaluations pending go-live 

 Student ID: 
SSN 

Student Last 
Name 

Student First 
Name 

Articu
lation 
Term 

Sending 
College 
Name 
CHAR= 
30 Max 

Sendi
ng 
Colleg
e ETS 
Code  

Sending 
College 
External 
Organizati
on 
CUNYfirst 
ID (NBR = 
8 Max) 

Year 
Taken 

External 
Term 
Taken 

Incomin
g 
Subject 
CHAR = 
8 Max 

Incoming 
Course 
Nbr 
CHAR = 
10 Max 

Incomi
ng 
Course 
Descrip
tion 
CHAR = 
30 Max 

Incomi
ng 
Course 
Units 
CHAR = 
6 Max 

Inco
min
g 
Gra
de 

Receivin
g College 
Course 
Subject  

Receivin
g College 
Course 
Nbr  

Units 
Awarded 
 

Pathways 
Designatio
n*                             
(see slide 
20 for 
Pathways 
Policy) 

123456789 Smith Howard 1139 Pace 12345 23490011 2011 FALL ACCT 101 Beg 
Accoun
ting I 

4.00 B ACC 110 3.00   

                  SOC 135 Chilean 
Culture 

3.00 A FCIS 1000 3.00  FISR 

              2012 SPRING SS 101 Social 
Studies 
I 

3.00 C HIS 245 3.00 FUSR 

                  SP 201 Spanish 
with 
Lab 

3.00 B SPAN 214 4.00 COPR 

                  EN 104 English 3.00 B+ ENGL 120 3.00 RECR 
                                    
133334567 Solany Mildred 1139 Nassau 

CC 
34526 2431567 2011 SPRING ENG 123 English 

Comp 
3.00 A ENGL 120 3.00 RECR 

                  MTH 231 PRE-
CALC 

4.00 B MATH 135 4.00 RMQR 

                  HIS 134 PRE-
CIVIL 
WAR 

3.00 B- HIS 245 3.00 FWGR 

              2011 FALL MTH 235 CALC 4.00 B MATH 235 4.00 COPR 
                  BIO 100 BIOLOG

Y I 
4.00 B BIOL 101 4.00 RPLR 

                  SOC 100 INTRO 
SOC 

3.00 C SOC 100 3.00   

              2012 SPRING PED 100 PHYS 
ED 

1.00 A PED 100 1.00   

                  NUTR 101 NUTRIT
ION 

3.00 B BIO 242 3.00 FSWR 
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Sample Scenarios and Pathways RD 
Inheritance Decisions 

• CUNY to CUNY 
• CUNY to CUNY to CUNY 
• Non-CUNY to CUNY 
• Non-CUNY to CUNY to CUNY 
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Scenario 1: Start and end at the same college 

Lehman ONLY 
ART 100 {FCER} 
MATH 113 
HIST 121  
CIN 100 {FCER} 
 
 

QNS01 Only 
ART 101  
MATH 103 {RMQR} 
HIS 110 {FUSR} 
CIN 110 {FISR} 
 

 

Brooklyn Only 
ART 123 
MATH 101 
HST 101 
FILM 101 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Scenario 2:  CUNY to CUNY

 

QNS01 1st Lehman 2nd 
ART 101  ART 100 {FCER} 
MATH 103 {RMQR} RCMQ1000 {RMQR} 
HIS 110 {FUSR} HIST 121 {FUSR} 
CIN 110 {FISR} CIN 100 {FISR} 
  
 

Lehman 1st QNS01 2nd 
ART 100 {FCER} ART 101 {FCER} 
MATH 113 MATH 132{RMQR} 
HIST 121  HIS 110 {FUSR} 
CIN 100 {FCER} CIN 110 {FCER} 
  

 

Brooklyn 1st QNS01 2nd 
ART 123 ART 101  
MATH 101 MATH 132 {RMQR} 
HST 101 HIS 110 {FUSR} 
FILM 101 CIN 110 {FISR} 
  
 

QNS01 1st Brooklyn 2nd 
ART 101  ART 123 
MATH 103 {RMQR} MATH 101{RMQR} 
HIS 110 {FUSR} HST 101{FUSR} 
CIN 110 {FISR} FILM 101{FISR} 
  

 

Scenario 3: CUNY to CUNY to CUNY 

Brooklyn 1st QNS01 2nd Lehman 3rd 
ART 123 ART 101  ART 100 {FCER} 
MATH 101 MATH 132 {RMQR} RCMQ1000 {RMQR} 
HST 101 HIS 110 {FUSR} HIST 121 {FUSR} 
FILM 101 CIN 110 {FISR} CIN 100 {FISR} 
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Scenario 4:  Nassau Community College (external) to Lehman (CUNY) – incoming courses from external 
sources have no pathway requirement designation as these courses are outside of CUNY and thus 
upon initial transfer will be evaluated based on Lehman pathway designations. 

Nassau Course Lehman 1st 
ART 123 ART 100 {FCER} 
MATH 101 Not Transferred 
HST 101 HIST 121  
FILM 101 CIN 100 {FCER} 
  
 

Scenario 5:  Nassau Community College (external) to Lehman (CUNY), attend for 1 year and then 
transfer to QNS01 (CUNY) 

Nassau Course Lehman 1st QNS01 2nd 
ART 123 ART 100 {FCER} ART 101 {FCER} 
MATH 101 Not Transferred MATH 132 {RMQR} 
HST 101 HIST 121  HIS 110 {FUSR} 
FILM 101 CIN 100 {FCER} CIN 110 {FCER} 
   
 

Scenario 5a:  Nassau Community College (external) to QNS01 (CUNY), attend for 1 year and then 
transfer to Lehman (CUNY) 

 

Nassau Course QNS01 1st Lehman 2nd 
ART 123 ART 101  ART 100 {FCER} 
MATH 101 MATH 132 {RMQR} RCMQ1000 {RMQR} 
HST 101 HIS 110 {FUSR} HIST 121 {FUSR} 
FILM 101 CIN 110 {FISR} CIN 100 {FISR} 
   
 



Pathways Requirements - DegreeWorks 

  DegreeWorks key tool used to educate 
and guide  students and advisors on the 
new General Education requirements and 
modifications to the degree programs. 

 
  What-If function helps students evaluate 

the benefits of  opting-in to the new 
General Education  and degree 
requirements.  
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Pathways Requirements - DegreeWorks Updates  

Ellucian has been contracted to: 

 Scribe the University’s Undergraduate Programs – 
effective Fall 2013. 

 
Modify other areas of the degree programs – major, 

minors and elective blocks effected by the change in 
Gen Ed requirements. 
 

Modify existing programs to include new Pathways 
courses.  
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DGW- Pathways General Education Requirements  
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DegreeWorks New Functionality  

New Enhancements  

 Add catalog year to What-If for General Education 
requirements 

 Create General Education Transcript or Progress Bar 

 Update the Educational Planner: 
 Add a term on course offering selection- morning, 

afternoon, evening 
 Create a link to campuses electronic advisement docs 
 Create a field to store student’s Educational & Career 

goals 

 Customize Reports  
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Opting-In To Pathways  

 Students should consult with an advisor and review the 
benefits of opting-in to Pathways. 

 Students  who choose to opt in must inform the Registrar  

CF Student Program Requirement Term or SIMS Catalog 
year Override must be updated upon Opt-in Notification 
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Opt-In Business Process 
Conceptualized 

1. Select student population defined by the College 
2. College to send notification to selected students.  
3. Self-service checklist added to select student population 

a. For colleges that require advisement prior to choosing pathways,  
– Add checklist “Find out more about Pathways” and positive service indicator to pursue 

advisement for pathways. 
– “Choose Pathways, Yes or No” checklist added by the advisor. 

b. For colleges that do not require advisement , 
– “Choose Pathways, Yes or No” checklist added in mass for select student population 

4. Students may select “Find out more about Pathways” Which will open a link 
to the pathways checklist item with links to the pathways website and 
details regarding pathways requirements. 

5. Students may select “Choose Pathways, Yes or No” which will open an e-
form that upon submission will update CF checklist items and if “Yes” 
program plan stack (ore catalog override in SIMS) with pathways 
requirement term. 

6. SIMS data stored in Comments for Catalog override and the program 
requirement term in CUNYfirst are currently used in Degree works 
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Student Self-Service Opt-In  
is still under development 
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CUNYfirst Functional Design: 
 

Student Center To Do List: 
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SIMS Opt-In Notification via eSIMS 
is still under development 



E-permit 

• New students, with few exceptions are 
approved for permit in their first term at a 
college. 

• Modification to be released Fall 2013 for 
Spring 2014 e-permit requests. 
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Pathways Common Core for E-Permit   
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The Course Selection list has been modified to include Requirement Designation Information. 
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Student View of ePermit Form 
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Approver View of e-Permit Form includes the 
“Inherited Designation”  
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Presenter
Presentation Notes
Requirement Designation and Description information  for home and host colleges as well as “Inherited Designation” and “Inherited Description” under Home College Equivalent Course section which is inherited from Host College.
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